
Yellow Medicine East School Board Candidate Questionnaire 
 

 
Name:  Paul W. Smith 
 
Background Information:  Hi, I am Paul Smith. I have lived and worked in Granite 
Falls for nearly the past 20 years and call this my home. I have 10 children ranging 
ages from 2-36. Four are adults and have families of their own. Five of the children 
are attending school at YME (one caboose). I am very patient and optimistic, I try 
to see opportunities out of problems. If elected I look forward to serving the people 
of Yellow Medicine East. 
 
Occupation:  Foster Care Provider 
 
Why are you running for school board?  I believe community service is an 

opportunity for me to keep the local concerns of education within our community. 
 
Do you have community service experience?  Currently I am on Prairie 5 Headstart’s Policy Council and 
with that a Member of Minnesota Headstart Association. Previously volunteered at Prairie 5 Headstart Granite 
Falls room working with 3-5 year olds. 
 
What do you see as the board’s roles and responsibilities?  Set policy and approve procedures with 
communities, staff and students best interest in mind. 
 
What do you feel the priority of the district should be in the upcoming year?  Covid-19 and the damage 
done by the wind storm should be the priority this upcoming school year.  
 
What kind of relationship do you feel a board should have with its community?  The board should be 
open and transparent with the community it serves.  
 
What do you feel is a strength in our district?  The staff and administration is the strength of our school 
district. I also believe our district is open and transperant to the community. 
 
What do you feel is an opportunity for growth in our district?  The district's declining enrollment has a lot 
of opportunities. Addressing and making it a priority would help with the budget, but we need community 
support. 
 
Other comments or information you would like to share?  We are in unprecedented times with Covid-19. 
The administration and staff have worked hard to ensure our students could return to school safely. For that I 
would like to say “Thank you”. 
 
 


